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FOREWORD 

The  social  evil  has  been  referred  to  as  an 
ancient  evil.  It  is  deeply  intrenched  in  modern 
society.  It  has  many  aspects  and  its  roots  extend 
into  the  economic,  recreative,  social  and  criminal 
phases  of  society.  It  must  be  attacked  from 
many  angles.  It  must  be  viewed  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. The  weakness  of  efforts  in  the  past  in 
reference  to  reform  has  been  the  attack  upon 
simply  some  isolated  part  of  the  whole  problem 
-  -and  consequently  there  has  been  much  of  failure. 
What  is  needed  is  more  information  upon  the 
whole  subject  in  all  its  ramifications.  The  sub- 
ject has  its  legislative,  educational  and  physio- 
logic aspects ;  these  must  be  recognized  and  effort 
at  reform  must  include  all. 

In  every  community,  there  are  different  atti- 
tudes of  mind  in  reference  to  this  subject.  Many 
believe  public  prostitution  a  necessity ;  these  need 
the  proper  physiologic  information.  Many  be- 
lieve the  social  evil  so  deeply  intrenched  that  it 
cannot  be  overcome ;  these  need  to  be  taught  some 
of  the  simpler  forms  of  approach  to  the  insidious 
yet  attackable  and  immediately  remedial  features 
of  the  problem.  Some  believe  that  only  the 
vicious  are  involved ;  these  need  to  learn  how  the 
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pressure  of  economic  necessity,  the  lure  of 
luxury/ an  unfavorable  social  environment  and 
misplaced  confidence,  are  the  causes  of  the 
downfall  of  many  innocent  girls.  The  number 
of  women  who  actually  choose  with  vicious 
motive  to  enter  a  public  life  is  relatively  small. 

A  new  optimistic  attitude  toward  the  social 
evil  is  being  taken  by  students  of  social  conditions 
— an  attitude  of  confidence  in  their  power  to 
reduce  it.  The  need  at  this  time  is  for  scientific 
research  and  for  intelligent  study  of  the  subject 
in  all  its  bearings. 

To  help  in  the  latter  this  course  of  studies  has 
been  provided  for  use  by  groups  of  laymen!  We 
believe  it  will  prove  very  helpful  in  providing  an 
outline  for  intelligent  discussion  which  will  result 
later  in  intelligent  action.  These  studies  need 
not  be  followed  closely  with  reference  to  the  time 
element.  In  fact,  several  of  the  studies  may  be 
considerably  extended.  Fifteen  studies  will 
prove  none  too  many  for  the  same  material,  if 
clubs  can  be  organized  to  meet  for  so  long  a" 
period. 

GEORGE  J.  FISHER,  M.  D. 
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JESUS'  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  SEXUAL 
SIN  AND  THE  SINNER 

A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  That  ye  love 
one  another;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one 
another. — John  13:  34. 

I  say  unto  you,  that  whosoever  looketh  on  a  woman 
to  lust  after  her  hath  committed  adultery  with  her 
already  in  his  heart. — Matthew  5:  28. 

But  whoso  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  which 
believe  in  me,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  millstone 
were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned 
in  the  depth  of  the  sea. — Matthew  18:  6. 

Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God. 
—Matthew  5:8. 

For  from  within,  out  of  the  heart  of  men,  proceed  evil 
thoughts,  adulteries,  fornications,  murders,  thefts,  cove- 
tousness,  wickedness,  deceit,  lasciviousness,  an  evil  eye, 
blasphemy,  pride,  foolishness;  all  these  evil  things  come 
from  within,  and  defile  the  man. — Mark  7:  21-23. 

And  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  brought  unto  him  a 
woman  taken  in  adultery;  and  when  they  had  set  her 
in  the  midst,  they  say  unto  him,  Master,  this  woman 
was  taken  in  adultery,  in  the  very  act.  Now  Moses  in 
the  law  commanded  us,  that  such  should  be  stoned;  but 
what  sayest  thou?  This  they  said,  tempting  him,  that 
they  might  have  to  accuse  him.  But  Jesus  stooped  down, 


and  with  his  finger  wrote  on  the  ground  as  though  he 
heard  them  not.  So  when  they  continued  asking  him,  he 
lifted  up  himself,  and  said  unto  them,  He  that  is  with- 
out sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a  stone  at  her. 
And  again  he  stooped  down  and  wrote  on  the  ground. 
And  they  which  heard  it,  being  convicted  by  their  own 
conscience,  went  out  one  by  one,  beginning  at  the  eldest, 
even  unto  the  last :  and  Jesus  was  left  alone,  and  the 
woman  standing  in  the  midst.  When  Jesus  had  lifted 
up  himself,  and  saw  none  but  the  woman,  he  said  unto 
her,  Woman,  where  are  those  thine  accusers?  Hath  no 
man  condemned  thee?  She  said,  No  man,  Lord,  and 
Jesus  said  unto  her,  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee :  go,  and 
sin  no  more. — John  8:  3-11. 


A  STATEMENT 

The  social  evil  is  the  term  used  to  describe 
illicit  intercourse  between  the  sexes.  It  is  vari- 
ously called  vice,  immorality,  fornication  and 
prostitution.  It  involves  primarily  and  originally 
two  persons:  the  man  with  moral  sensibilities 
blunted  who  is  the  aggressor,  and  the  woman  who 
yields  to  his  importunities.  The  woman  becomes 
an  open  prostitute  when  occasionally  or  regularly 
she  offers  herself  for  a  consideration  to  men. 

(^There  are  two  kinds  of  prostitution.  There 
is  the  'commercialized  industry/  if  you -please, 
and  clandestine  prostitution^  The  latter  is  sub- 
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tile,  and  though  less  known,  probably  exists  to 
quite  as  large  an  extent  as  the  former.  It  is  more 
dangerous  in  some  respects,  perhaps  in  all 
respects." — REV.  W.  T.  SUMNER,  Chairman, 
Chicago  Vice  Commission. 

Reduced  to  its  simplest  terms,  and  understood, 
prostitution  is  revolting.  Take  away  the  dancing, 
the  music,  the  drinking,  the  conversation;  and 
remember  the  original  betrayal,  the  traffic  in  un- 
willing "slaves,"  the  dangers  of  disease,  the  daily 
"business"  with  from  four  to  thirty,  the  soulless 
profit-sharers,  the  blunting  of  religious  and  moral 
standards,  the  high  death  rate  from  tuberculosis 
and  pneumonia,  the  six-  or  eight-year  average 
"life,"  the  prematurely  old  cast-off  "hags"  in  the 
lodging  houses  and  city  homes !  Surely  the  man 
must  be  ignorant  and  morally  nearsighted!  He 
cannot  seek  the  prostitute  when  the  disguising 
mask  of  his  own  ignorance  is  laid  aside ! 

'(Prostitution  is  not  only  affecting  the  vicious 
and  sinful,  but  it  is  contaminating  the  innocent 
as  well."  ]  How  can  men  help  carrying  home 
venereal  diseases  from  the  largely  and  indiscrim- 
inately used  brothel!  "It  leaves  in  its  wake, 
sterility,  paralysis,  insanity,  the  blinded  eyes  of 
little  babes,  the  distorted  limbs  of  deformed  chil- 
dren, physical  rot  and  mental  decay."  (W.  T. 
Sumner.)  And  the  money  loss  from  this  wide- 
spread, blasting  curse  which  seeks  gratification 


and  is  never  gratified!  "Do  we  realize  the  im- 
mensity of  the  commercialized  evil  until  we  know 
that  the  profit  in  one  city  is  fifteen  million  dollars 
ayear?"*y/ 

"Men!  the  whole  problem  is  a  man's  problem. 
We  are  all  the  time  putting  up  rescue  homes. 
We  are  all  the  time  bringing  the  girls  into  juvenile 
courts.  We  are  all  the  time  sending  them  out  to 
the  Bridewell  or  County  Prison.  We  are  all  the 
time  hammering  down  on  the  women.  It  is  not 
a  woman  but  a  man  problem."  (  W.  T.  Sumner.) 
Let  us  not  dodge  the  issue.  The  prostitution  of 
the  holiest  function  in  life  is  caused  by  men.  The 
homes  of  the  land  are  stricken  because  men  de- 
mand the  sacrifice.  Countless  girls  are  degraded 
to  lives  lower  than  the  beasts  because  men  are 
not  moral.  They  must  be  stricken  with  a  sense  of 
their  sin.  They  must  have  burned  ineffaceably 
into  their  souls  a  reverence  for  all  women.  They 
must  be  led  to  see  the  eminent  sensibleness  of  a 
single  standard  of  morality 


*The  $15,000,000  is  based  upon  the  exploitation  of  only  4194  pro- 
fessional women,  when  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  number  of 
prostitutes  in  the  city  is  15,000. 
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DISCUSSION 

1.  State  Jesus'  attitude  toward  sexual  sin  and 

the  man  and  the  woman. 
Why  was  he  severe  and  why  lenient? 

2.  What  is  prostitution? 

Why  is  it  the  most  fundamental  of  all  sins  ? 

3.  How  does  it  involve  the  innocent  and  con- 

tinue unto  "the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion"? 

4.  What  is  the  single  standard  of  morality  ? 

5.  Is  the  social  evil  a  man's  problem? 
State  your  reasons. 

6.  How   extensive   historically   and   geographi- 

cally is  the  social  evil  ? 

7.  What  other  problems  are  closely  allied  to  that 

of  vice? 

Christ  has  given  a  Spirit  and  a  command.  Are 
you  individually  and  collectively  aiding  in  reduc- 
ing and  eliminating  this  curse  in  your  oivn  com- 
munity? 
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II 

THE  EXTENT  OF  THE  SOCIAL  EVIL 
HISTORICALLY  AND  GEOGRAPHICALLY 

fSanger  says,  "Prostitution  is  coeval  with  so- 
ciety.^ It  stains  the  earliest  mythological  records. 
It  is  constantly  assumed  as  an  existing  fact  in 
biblical  history."  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen,  1902,  New  York,  states,  "Prostitution  is 
a  phenomenon  coextensive  with  civilized  so- 
ciety." Sanger  estimated  in  1858,  when  the  popu- 
lation of  New  York  was  700,000,  that  there  were 
6000  prostitutes  in  the  city  or  one  to  every  117 
inhabitants.  (The  rise  of  the  mediaeval  cities  of 
Europe  marked  the  appearance  of  the  brothel  and 
it  has  been  an  element  in  city  life  since  that  time. 
(The  group  composing  this  class,  however,  has 
been  drawn  from  different  social  strata  at  dif- 
ferent periods.  "It  is,  moreover,  obviously 
untrue  that  vice  is  a  constant  and  invariable  ele- 
ment in  social  life."  ("The  Social  Evil,"  page  3.) 
It  is  characteristic,  not  alone  of  the  life  of  great 
centers  like  London,  New  York,  Chicago,  Tokyo, 
Hongkong,  Pekin,  Calcutta  and  Paris,  but  is 
equally  noticeable,  in  modified  forms,  in  smaller 
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cities,  in  towns  and  villages.  We  are  dealing  with 
a  world  problem  found  everywhere,  a  commer- 
cialized perversion  of  one  of  the  holiest  and  most 
fundamental  human  instincts?)w/ 

The  study  of  its  sources,  causes,  extent,  viru- 
lence, variety,  regulation,  and  suppression  has 
been  hampered  by  the  nature  of  the  vice,  the 
unnatural  attitude  of  intelligent  and  refined  so- 
ciety, the  profundity  of  the  subject,  the  false 
modesty  of  religious  groups  of  society  and  the 
difficulty  of  gathering  sane,  well-authenticated 
facts. 

/There  exists,  moreover,  besides  open  prostitu- 
tion, wrhich  emphasizes  itself  in  procuring,  traffic, 
solicitation,  houses,  venereal  diseases,  etc.,  the 
more  secret  form,  the  extent  of  which  no  one  is 
able  ta  estimate  authoritatively  because  it  is  clan- 
destined  y 

(The  study  of  the  composition  of  the  prostitute 
class  leads  <2sinto4^^bblem£  of^  physical  and 
mental  abnormality,  wage-earning,  household 
employment,  immigration,  institutional  care  of 
children  and  defectives,  the  l^ck  of  sex  education 
in  homes  and  schools,  police  independence)  the 
religious  instruction  of  children,  and  the  small 
percentage  of  deliberate  desire. 
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Ill 

THE  SOURCES  OF  VICE 

There  are  many  sources  of  supply  in  the  United 
States  which  may  be  classified.  Behind  each 
group  is  an  intensely  personal  study  which  in- 
volves the  character,  training  and  heredity  of  the 
girl  and,  more  fundamentally,  the  attitude  of  the 
masculine  group  with  which  she  has  associated. 
Each  individual,  if  carefully  and  sympathetically 
studied,  would  reveal  a  different  cause.  * 

1.     White  Slavery 

We  have  lately  discovered  that  there  is 
*n  interstate  and  an  international  traffic  in 
girls  which  is  a  trade.  It  is  called  "white 
slavery,"  and  involves  groups  of  people  in  whom 
nearly  all  reverence  for  the  human  soul  seems  to 
be  lacking.  The  white  slave  traffic  was  investi- 
gated in  New  York  by  the  grand  jury  with  Mr. 
John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.,  as  foreman.  The  jury 
reported  that  the  evidence  submitted  to  them  in- 
dicated the  existence  of  a  traffic  carried  on  "by  in- 
dividuals for  their  own  benefit"  and  that  "these 
persons  were  known  to  each  other  and  more  or 
less  informally  associated."  Girls  were  met  on 
trains  by  procurers.  They  were  persuaded  to 
leave  their  home  towns  under  promise  of  mar- 
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riage.  They  were  married  by  men  who  took 
them  to  disorderly  houses  and  forced  them  to  aid 
in  their  support.  They  were  met  by  men  at 
dances,  were  led  to  drink  and  then  taken  to  im- 
moral houses.  They  were  promised  clothes,  idle- 
ness and  happiness  by  men  who  realized  that 
they  were  on  the  verge  of  destitution  and  who 
realized  the  strength  of  temptation.  They  were 
sent  from  city  to  city  when  parents,  friends  and 
police  were  investigating.  In  some  cases, 
"knock-out  drops"  were  given  to  girls  as  they 
drank  with  men.  Some  were  wayward  and  were 
willing  to  venture  into  new  experiences  for  the 
sake  of  excitement,  change  and  imagined  pleas- 
ure. )It  has  been  found  by  investigation  made  by 
Congress  that  a  more  or  less  regular  traffic 
exists.  An  act  of  Congress,  called  the  "White 
Slave  Traffic  Act,"  was  approved  June  25,  1910. 
Investigation  was  carried  on  vigorously  in  Chi- 
cago. Miss  Addams  states  that  since  1909,  1000 
white  slave  traders,  of  whom  30  or  40  were  im- 
porters of  foreign  girls,  have  been  driven  from 
the  city. 

2.     Trouble  in  Homes 

Lack  of  understanding  and  of  sympathy  in 
homes,  during  the  years  extending  into  the  ado- 
lescent period,  prompts  innocent  and  high-strung 
girls  to  begin  the  life.  Miss  Addams  tells  of  an 
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Italian  girl  earning  $4  a  week  whose  father  would 
allow  her  nothing  from  her  wages  for  her  clothes 
or  carfare,  because  he  was  buying  a  home.  She 
also  speaks  of  two  French  girls  in  Chicago  whose 
mother  was  so  frugal  that  she  denied  them  car- 
fare and  even  ribbons  and  simple  ornaments.  A 
penny  spent  in  pleasure  was  never  permitted. 
These  three  girls  were  an  easy  prey  for  men  who 
arranged  for  them  a  semi-professional  life. 

3.     Improper  Mingling  in  Schools 

The  mingling  of  boys  and  girls  in  grammar  and 
high  schools  during  the  period  of  change  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  without  proper  super- 
vision and  without  training  in  sex  education,  is 
the  cause  of  some  illegitimate  births  and  is  a 
source  of  supply  to  the  prostitute  class. 

Careful  studies  of  conditions  in  schools 
throughout  the  United  States  have  led  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  for  Social  Service  to  emphasize  the 
unquestioned  need  of  proper  instruction.  School 
superintendents  stated  that,  "Sexual  impurity  was 
the  greatest  moral  evil  with  which  the  teachers 
had  to  contend.  One  teacher  in  a  small  city  said 
that  he  believed  100  per  cent  in  that  community 
were  pure.  A  clergyman  in  the  same  city  stated 
that,  not  very  long  before,  six  girls  had  to  leave 
the  high  school,  at  the  same  time,  to  become 
mothers." 
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4.     Underpaid  Workers 

Underpaid,  hard-working  or  over-worked  girls 
in  shops  and  factories  crave  dress,  excitement, 
change,  friends  and  amusement.  When  physi- 
cally and  nervously  at  their  worst,  they  are 
tempted  and  either  innocently  or  deliberately 
yield  to  the  temptations  thrown  about  them. 
These  are  found  in  the  shops,  at  the  door  of  the 
factory,  on  the  streets,  in  the  amusement  resorts 
and  in  lonely  boarding  houses.  (See  McClure's 
Magazine,  November,  December,  1911 ;  January, 
1912.  Articles  byTane.Addams.) 

Missw\ddams  writes,  "It  is  perhaps  in  the 
department"  store  more"  than  in  any  other  situa- 
tion that  every  possible  weakness  in  a  girl  is 
detected  and  traded  upon ;  for  while  it  is  true 
that,  Wherever  girls  are  gathered  together  more 
or  less  unprotected  and  embroiled  in  the  struggle 
for  a  livelihood,  near  by  will  be  hovering  the 
procurer  and  the  evil  minded/!  no  other  place 
of  employment  is  so  easy  of  access  as  the  depart- 
ment store.  Moreover,  a  dangerous  cynicism 
regarding  the  value  of  virtue,  a  cynicism 
never  so  unlovely  as  in  the  young,  sometimes 
seizes  a  girl  who,  because  of  long  hours  and 
over-work,  has  been  unable  -to  preserve  either 
her  health  or  spirit  and  has  lost  all  measure  of 
joy  in  life." 
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5.  Country  Girls  in  the  City 

Country  girls  hear  of  the  life  of  the  city  or  the 
work  offered  there  and  become  involved  either 
upon  their  arrival  or  after  the  period  of  loneli- 
ness, low  wages  and  failure.  (See  above 
articles.) 

Mr.  Roe  and  Miss  Addams  both  corroborate 
the  testimony  of  other  social  workers  that 
country  girls  are  met  at  ferry  and  boat  landings 
or  railroad  terminals  by  unscrupulous  men  and 
women  with  evil  designs.  They  also  testify  to 
the  weakening  power  of  loneliness  for  both 
young  women  and  young  men  living  in  desolate 
boarding  house  rooms  on  a  small  salary.  Foolish 
girls,  with  imagined  theatrical  ability,  are  thrown 
into  the  midst  of  terrible  sexual  temptations  while 
seeking  work  in  large  cities. 

6.  Immigrant  Girls 

Newly  arrived  immigrant  girls  are  sent  by 
unscrupulous  employment  agents  to  houses  of 
prostitution  or  are  led  into  immoral  surround- 
ings through  ignorance  of  new  customs. 

7.  Unsupervised  Dance  Halls 

Young  girls  in  seeking  recreation  at  unsuper- 
vised  dance  halls  and  theaters  meet  men,  and 
sometimes  women,  who  corrupt  them. 

Miss  Miner,  of  the  New  York  Probation  Asso- 
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ciation,  says,  "Girls  in  New  York  crave  some 
fun  and  amusement  and  it  is  a  very  natural, 
normal  thing.  They  do  not  seek  it  in  dangerous 
places,  but  the  truth  is  that  few  others  are  open 
to  them.  Prostitutes  frequent  some  dancing 
academies  and  the  working  girls  see  them  there 
and  come  in  contact  with  them." 

Miss  Addams  says,  "The  waltz  and  two-step 
are  purposely  slow;  the  couples,  leaning  heavily 
on  each  other,  barely  move  across  the  floor." 
Efforts  are  being  made  in  New  York  and  Chicago 
to  supervise  public  dance  halls,  exclude  improper 
persons  and  separate  all  drinking  from  such 
pleasure. 

8.     City  Children 

Children  in  densely  crowded  sections  of  our 
cities  are  led  into  immoral  relations  when  they 
are  hardly  out  of  the  kindergarten  and  long 
before  they  understand  dangers.  At  this  early 
age,  they  are  debased  in  mind  and  body. 

In  New  York  and  some  other  cities,  the  cost 
of  living  including  rent  is  so  high  that  parents 
seek  boarders  to  occupy  the  floor  of  their  two-  or 
three-room  home  where  there  are  growing  boys 
and  girls.  Social  standards  are  much  less  strict  in 
the  cities  than  in  regions  like  the  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  mountains,  and  great  moral  harm  is 
done.  Children  also  play  on  the  streets  and  in 
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dark  hallways.  Evil-minded  men  find  it  easy  to 
corrupt  children  in  the  midst  of  such  influences. 
One  man  on  the  East  Side  in  New  York  is  known 
to  have  debased  at  least  fifteen  girls  under  four- 
teen. 

9.  The  Servant  Girl 

Girls  who  find  employment  in  homes  and  hotels 
are  convinced  that  pleasures  and  comforts  will  be 
theirs  if  they  are  lax  in  morals. 

"A  careful  history  of  the  social  evil  gives  the 
largest  number  of  recruits  for  this  vice  as  coming 
from  domestic  service,"  says  Miss  Addams.  In 
an  investigation  of  229  girls,  Miss  Adams,  of 
the  New  York  Church  Mission  of  Help,  1911, 
states  that  55  were  employed  as  domestics.  In 
an  investigation  conducted  in  Kansas  City  in  1911, 
it  was  found  that  out  of  386  women  interrogated, 
104  had  been  working  in  restaurants  and  hotels 
and  90  in  domestic  service. 

Undoubtedly  some  of  these  were  prostitutes 
before  they  sought  work  as  domestics,  being 
unable  to  obtain  employment  elsewhere.  When 
interrogated  or  examined  on  arrest  they  gave  as 
their  last  occupation  "domestic  servants"  even 
though  this  was  casual  or  intermittent  work. 

10.  Abnormal  and  Subnormal  Children 

From  their  homes  or  from  institutions,  children 
of  abnormal  parents,  with  weak  bodies,  minds 
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and  wills  are  sent  out  into  society  where  protec- 
tion, love  and  consideration  are  lacking. 

These  and  many  others  supply  the  demand  of 
thoughtless,  selfish,  wrongly  trained,  self-indul- 
gent and  immoral  men  who  seek  illicit  gratifica- 
tion of  passion.  They  furnish  the  feminine  side 
of  this  great  world-problem  which  is  surpassed 
only  by  that  of  the  men  who  are  the  aggressors 
and  who  create  the  demand.  With  absolute 
heartlessness,  such  men  and  society,  composed  of 
many  such  men,  reveal,  by  their  actions,  their 
belief  in  the  necessity  of  sacrificing  souls,  made 
in  the  image  of  God,  for  personal  pleasure. 

The  best  presentations  of  the  sources  from 
which  the  prostitute  group  is  drawn  are  "Panders 
and  Their  White  Slaves,"  Roe— Revell,  New 
York;  "The  House  of  Bondage,"  Kauffman— 
Moffat,  Yard  &  Co. ;  "A  New  Conscience  and  an 
Ancient  Evil,"  Jane  Addams — McClure's  Maga- 
zine, November,  December,  1911 ;  January,  1912. 

As  touching  the  question  of  abnormality,  Miss 
Adams,  of  the  Church  Mission  of  Help,  says, 
"Out  of  a  total  of  118,  58  were  noted  as  mental 
defectives,  as  follows: 

Subnormal    18 

Backward    3 

Low,  heavy  type 4 

Peculiar    3 

Doubtful   17 
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Imbecile    9 

Epileptic    4 

Of  the  46  Hudson  cases,  20  or  43  per  cent  were 
known  to  be  mentally  defective.  Three  of  the  20 
were  also  epileptic.  With  the  exception  of  Hud- 
son, these  figures  are  almost  wholly  from  lay 
observation." 


DISCUSSION 

1.  Discuss  the  home  surroundings  which  make 

departure   into   the   ranks   of   prostitutes 
impossible  and  possible. 

2.  Why  has  the  "white  slave  traffic"  grown  to 

national  proportions? 

3.  What  can  be  done  in  your  homes,  schools, 

and   church   to   give   wholesome   sex   in- 
struction to  growing  boys  and  girls  ? 

4.  How  are  the  working  girls  in  your  commu- 

nity furnished  clean  amusement  ? 

5.  What  is  being  done  to  make  the  social  life  of 

servant  girls  in  homes  and  hotels  normal 
and  wholesome? 

6.  Is  there  a  class  of  boys  and  men  in  your  com- 

munity who  regard  lightly  the  good  name 
of  girls  ?    What  can  be  done  with  them  ? 
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IV 


TREATMENT  OF  THE  SOCIAL  EVIL  BY 
GOVERNMENTS 

'Let  It  Alone" 

Few  modern  states  have  adopted  the  policy  of 
\issez  faire."  It  is  well  known  that  vice 
spreads  in  many  new  and  startling  forms  of 
iniquity  and  disease,  when  anything  approaching 
this  condition  is  tolerated. 

2.  Prohibition 

The  government  has  not  yet  been  formed  which 
has  seriously  considered  the  attempt  to  make 
vicious  men  and  women  sexually  good  by  law  or 
so  to  watch  and  punish  those  who  violate  moral 
laws  as  to  prevent  evil  acts. 

3.  Regulation 

This  is  done  by  medical  inspection  and  licenses, 
by  enrollment  and  by  segregation  of  prostitutes. 
It  has  been  attempted,  in  some  cases  for  scores 
of  years,  in  cities  in  Europe  and  America — Paris, 
Berlin,  Hamburg  and  Leipzig  are  notable 
examples  abroad.  It  has  also  been  attempted  in 
St.  Louis.  The  authorities  are  far  from  satisfied 
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with  its  success  and  are  seeking  other  methods  of 
treatment. 

It  consists,  in  brief,  of  the  registration  of  all 
open  prostitutes  which  marks  them  as  a  special 
group;  of  medical  examination  for  venereal  dis- 
eases at  stated  periods  and  hospital  treatment  of 
the  diseased ;  of  licensing  houses  in  which  these 
women  live  and  of  segregating  the  houses  and 
individuals  to  carefully  restricted  areas  of  the 
city.  In  each  particular  does  this  system  fail,  so 
we  are  told  by  investigators  who  compiled  facts 
for  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
("The  Social  Evil,  New  York,  1902.")  It  is 
impossible  to  obtain  a  fair  per  cent  of  the  regis- 
tration, either  voluntarily  or  by  compulsion.  The 
women  are  not  examined  by  skilled  physicians 
regularly  and  do  not  remain  in  lock-hospitals, 
when  under  treatment  for  venereal  diseases,  until 
the  danger  of  contagion  is  past.  They  cannot  be 
forced  to  live  in  licensed  houses.  Those  who  do, 
harbor  many  other  forms  of  vice  and  crime  in  the 
segregated  quarters.  They  tend  to  lead  more 
persons  into  the  evil  habit.  The  police  also  find  it 
impossible  to  restrict  them  in  the  segregated 
quarters.  The  burden  placed  upon  the  police  is! 
one  impossible  to  carry  successfully.  The  temp- 
tation to  accept  money,  to  violate  their  oaths  and* 
to  make  the  law  ineffective  is  overpowering.  In 
too  many  cities,  the  legal  and  police  authorities" 
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treat  this  ancient  evil  lightly.  They  have  almost 
no  punishment  for  the  men  and  a  ridiculously 
inadequate  One  for  the  women.  They  feel  that 
it  is  impossible  to  enforce  stringent  regulation 
and  continually  urge  segregation  as  the  best  plan 
fjOiLeffecting  it.  j 

4.     Indirect  Approach 

Many  cities  of  the  United  States,  including 
New  York,  approach  the  regulation  of  the  social 
evil  indirectly  without  giving  the  prostitute  any 
legal  status.  This  method  of  treatment  will  be 
described  below.  ("The  History  of  Prostitu- 
tion"—W.  W.  Sanger,  M.  D.,  1858;  "The  Social 
Evil — Report  of  New  York  Committee  of  Fif- 
teen, New  York,  1902.") 
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V 


SUPPRESSIVE  AND  PREVENTIVE 
LEGAL  MEANS 

It  is  believed  that  repressive  measures  can  be 
used  which  will  greatly  lessen  the  demand,  the 
opportunity  for  the  prostitute  to  ply  her  trade, 
and  the  opportunity  for  unscrupulous  citizens  or 
officials  to  profit  by  increasing  the  demand^  It 
must  be  understood  that  the  methods  described 
are  far  from  complete.  They  have  all  been  used 
in  various  cities  with  varying  success.  It  is 
necessary  in  this  discussion  to  proceed  with  the 
fundamental  fact  in  mind  that  men  can  be  conti- 
nent and  morally  clean.  Despite  the  statement 
of  some  doctors,  there  is  no  hygienic,  physiologi- 
cal, mental,  social  or  moral  reason  why  men 
should  illicitly  gratify  themselves  sexually  or  con- 
demn to  moral  blight  or  death  a  large  or  small 
group  of  womankind.  A  standard  similar  to 
that  which  men  demand  of  their  wives  and 
daughters  is  possible  for  men.  Moreover,  it  is 
practiced  by  a  larger  per  cent  of  men  than  is 
generally  believed.  If  a  large  proportion  of  men 
will  make  these  iniquitous  demands,  they  should 
be  hindered  in  every  legal  way  and  be  punished 
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far  more  severely  than  the  law  now  permits  for 
injuring  the  souls  of  weaker  fellow-beings. 

1.     Indirect  Attack 

\JThe  city  or  state  can  refuse  to  recognize  the 
prostitute  group  legally,  but  can  act  indirectly 
against  it  by  attacking: 

a.  The  White  Slave  Traffic.  Through  inves- 
tigation made  by  the  national  government,  the 
Grand  Jury  of  1910  in  New  York  and  the  Chicago 
Vice  Commission  in  1910  and  1911,  it  has  been 
proved  that  girls  and  women  are  bought,  sold  and 
delivered  to  different  parts  of  the  world  by  men 
and  women  making  this  their  business.  They 
assist  in  artificially  increasing  the  demand  and 
employ  persons  to  obtain  victims.  This  is  char- 
acteristic of  no  one  race. 

f  Action  was  taken  by  the  Federal  Government 
in  1910  to  check  interstate  and  national  traffic. 
The  laws  of  New  York  State  have  been  made 
more  stringent  and  the  guilty  are  made  punishable 
by  longer  prison  sentences.  The  Chicago  Vice 
Commission  recommends  thaf "  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Immigration  should  establish  branches 
in  large  cities  to  provide  safe  conduct  for  immi- 
grants and  that  present  laws  be  enforced  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  deal  with  the  traffic  within  the 
boundaries  of  each  state  as  thoroughly  as  the 
Federal  authorities  have  dealt  with  international 

27 


traffic.  They  also  recommend  that  there  should 
be  a  relentless  prosecution  and  punishment  of  the 
professional  procurer. . 

b.  Solicitation.     Tne  customs  of  the  United 
tates   give   much    freedom   to   women   on   the 

streets.  Because  of  this,  it  is  possible  for  the 
prostitute,  either  directly  or  through  the  assist- 
ance of  the  men,  to  attract  the  attention  of  men 
on  the  streets  at  night.  This  is  almost  entirely 
within  the  control  of  the  police.^  It  has  been 
demonstrated  many  times  in  different  cities  that 
in  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  town  all  accosting 
of  men  can  be  eliminated.  This  is  also  true  of 
solicitation  from  doorways  and  windows  and  by 
cards.  (Chicago  Vice  Commission,  1911.) 

c.  Houses,  Saloons,  Places  of  Amusement,  Mas- 
sage Parlors,  etc.,  existing  as  Disreputable  Resorts. 
The  present  laws  in  New  York  and  other  states 
are    lax    regarding   the    suppression    of    houses 
known  to  be  used  by  prostitutes.    It  is  extremely 
hard  to  obtain  evidence  which  will  satisfy  judges 
and  magistrates  acting  under  certain  "rules  of 
evidence"   arbitrarily  laid  down  by  the  courts. 
For  instance,  the  tenement  house  law  in  New 
York  says  that  the  mere  act  of  solicitation  to 
enter  a  room  in  a  tenement  for  immoral  purposes 
is  sufficient  evidence.    The  court,  before  it  will 
entertain  a  charge,   demands  evidence  that  the 
woman   has   exposed  herself   and   has   taken   a 


money  consideration./  Saloons  are  used  as 
meeting  places  and  often  are  connected  with  so- 
called  "hotels."  Unaccompanied  women  are 
allowed  to  talk  and  drink  with  men  at  tables. 
t(The  Chicago  Vice  Commission  recommends  that 
an  ordinance  be  enacted  whereby  a  house  of  pros- 
titution may  be  declared  a  public  nuisance  and 
containing  provisions  giving  any  citizen  the 
right  to  institute  proceedings  in  equity  for  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance ;  further,  that  a  house 
of  prostitution  be  declared  a  place  of  contagious 
disease  and  be  ordered  closed  and  abandoned; 
and  that  a  constant  prosecution  be  carried  on  of 
all  keepers  and  inmates  of  existing  houses  of 
prostitution  as  well  as  owners  of  the  property 
rented  or  leased  for  immoral  purposes.  ("The 
House  of  Bondage" — Kauffman.) 

It  is  also  recommended  that  no  connection  be 
permitted  between  saloons  and  disorderly  houses 
and  that  no  rooms  of  assignation  or  of  prostitu- 
tion be  connected  in  any  way  with  saloons. 

It  is  necessary  to  guard  against  solicitation  in 
all  places  of  amusement,  large  or  small — dance 
halls,  moving  picture  shows,  etc.  (See  New 
York  ordinance  governing  moving  picture  shows, 
1912.) 

There  exists  in  Boston  and  undoubtedly  in 
New  York  an  evil  known  as  "The  Telephone 
Call  House,"  which  is  practically  an  exchange 


where  the  dealer,  without  keeping  women  in  the 
place,  fills  orders,  so  to  speak.  It  is  difficult  to 
attack  this  modern  form  of  vice.  Investigations 
have  also  brought  out  the  fact  that  in  New  York 
are  so-called  "massage  parlors"  with  a  number 
given  over  to  immorality  and  debasing  practices. 
These  can  be  investigated  and  reduced  by  a 
"vigilance"  which  is  here  undoubtedly  "the  price 
of  safety."  The  city  may  regulate  these  parlors 
by  requiring  a  Health  Department  license. 

d.  Residence     in     Apartment     or     Tenement 
Houses.    The  investigators  in  Chicago  and  others 
in  New  York  have  found  that  the  influence  of 
prostitutes,    "mistresses"    or    "kept    women"    is 
peculiarly  harmful  to  growing  boys  and  girls.    A 
general  complaint  may  be  made  against  them  on 
the  ground  of  injury  to  public  morals.     (Chicago 
Vice    Commission,    1911,    and    Fourth    Annual 
Report,  Comm'r  S.  J.  O'Meara,  Boston,  Mass.) 

e.  Steamboats,  Parks,  Playgrounds,   etc.  (  In 
carrying  out  this  idea  of  attacking  the  external 
manifestation  of  vice,  the  Chicago  Vice  Commis- 
sion has  recommended  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  regarding^lake  steamers,  summary  treatment 
of  policemen  who  are  guilty  of  gross  or  petty 
graft)in  their  relation  to  the  saloons,  the  prompt 
revocal  of  the  licenses  of  saloons  violating  these 
laws  and  a  careful  supervision  of  parks,  play 
grounds  and  dancing  pavilions. 
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2.  Separation  of  Drinking  from  Public  Dancing 

It  has  become  generally  accepted  that  it  is 
dangerous  to  morals  for  liquor  of  any  sort  to  be 
sold  in  halls  where  public  dances  are  permitted, 
without  careful  supervision.  It  has  been  the 
custom  of  some  proprietors  to  shorten  the  dances 
and  increase  the  intermission  for  the  sake  of  the 
sale  of  liquor,  also  to  decrease  the  license  fee 
when  liquor  was  to  be  sold.  A  state  law  in  New 
York  prohibits  the  sale  of  liquor  on  the  same 
floor  with  a  dancing  academy.  The  Chicago 
Commission  recommends  an  ordinance  to  pro- 
hibit dancing  in  a  building  where  there  is  a  sa- 
loon. (New  York  law  affecting  dance  halls,  1911.) 

3.  Amusements  of  Children 

Surround  the  amusements  of  children  with 
legal  protection.  In  the  larger  cities,  it  is  neces- 
sary for  children  to  find  a  large  share  of  their 
amusements  in  the  streets  or  public  parks  and 
playgrounds.  The  phenomenal  rise  of  the  moving 
picture  show  with  its  cheap  cost  of  admission  has 
proved  a  legitimate  attraction  for  children.  It 
becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  hedge  about  the 
streets,  schools,  parks,  playgrounds  and  moving 
picture  shows  with  legal  protection  in  the  form 
of  policemen,  attendants,  instructors,  directors 
and  matrons;  also  in  the  case  of  the  moving 
picture  show  to  carefully  censor  the  films,  watch 
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the  moral  condition  of  attendants  and  insist  on 
proper  lighting  of  halls.  (Literature  may  be 
secured  from  People's  Institute,  New  York.) 

The  Wisconsin  State  Library  Commission  and 
various  settlements  in  New  York  and  Chicago 
have  experimented  with  educational  moving  pic- 
tures. They  have  proved  that  it  is  quite  feasible 
to  have  interesting  entertainments  for  young  boys 
and  girls,  in  public  schools,  settlements,  libraries 
and  parish  houses,  which  will  prove  quite  as 
attractive  as  the  street  or  the  unregulated  dance 
hall.  It  is  recommended  that  church  men  read 
Zona  Gale's  interesting  story  on  the  use  of  the 
public  school  for  young  people  in  a  small  town, 
published  in  Everybody's  Magazine,  July,  1911. 

4.     Malpractice  and  Sale  of  Drugs 

Strictly  forbid  malpractice  by  quack  doctors 
and  mid  wives  and  the  sale  of  drugs  and  appli- 
ances by  unscrupulous  druggists.  In  few  cities 
or  states  is  there  sufficient  attempt  at  enforcement 
of  laws  in  this  matter.  Abortion  is  practiced  in 
all  classes  of  society,  contrary  to  medical  ethics. 
This  subject  deserves  the  careful  investigation  of 
church  men,  an  increase  of  inspectors  to  see  that 
law  is  enforced  and  of  commissions  like  those 
investigating  in  New  York  and  Chicago,  1911. 

The  writer  knew  of  seven  girls  in  one  tenement 
block  in  New  York  who  had,  in  one  year,  visited 
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a  midwife  in  Brooklyn  to  secure  abortion.  A 
famous  sociologist  has  stated  that  from  the  stand- 
point of  society  this  practice  on  the  part  of  doc- 
tors and  midwives  is  the  most  widely  practiced 
and  dangerous  of  modern  sins. 

DISCUSSION 

1.  In  dealing  with  prostitution  why  have  the 

policies  of  "laisses  faire"  and  prohibition 
never  been  seriously  tried? 

2.  What  is  the  policy  of  regulation? 
Why  has  it  been  a  partial  failure  ? 

On  whom  has  the  burden  of  enforcement  of 
laws  fallen? 

3.  What  advantage  is  there  in  giving  this  class 

no  legal  status  ? 

4.  State  why,  from  the  young  man's  point  of 

view,  it  is  important  to  attack  solicitation 
on  the  streets? 

5.  What  part  does  drinking  play  in  starting  men 

and  women  on  a  life  of  immorality  ? 

6.  What  can  be  done  in  your  town  to  make  the 

streets  and  public  amusement  resorts,  like 
the  moving  picture  shows,  safe  and  whole- 
some for  boys  and  girls  ? 

7.  How  common  are  venereal  diseases? 

Ask  some  doctor  to  speak  about  gonorrhea 
and  syphilis. 


5.     Medical  Examination  of  Prostitutes 

Venereal  disease  is  widely  spread  through  the 
criminal  laxity  of  the  state  in  failing  to  treat 
those  diseased  who  come  under  its  charge  as 
violators  of  the  law.  A  section  of  the  Page  Law 
of  New  York,  1910,  dealing  with  this  subject  has 
been  declared  unconstitutional.  The  subject 
itself  is  well  within  the  province  of  the  state. 
Discussion:  "Social  Diseases"  (Vol.  I,  No.  4, 
American  Society  for  Sanitary  and  Moral  Pro- 
phylaxis, 25  West  Forty-second  Street,  New 
York  City).  ^ 

The  Chicago  Vice  Commission  urges,  that  the 
Board  of  Health  declare  houses  of  prostitution 
to  be  places  of  contagious  disease  and  order  them 
closed  and  abandoned.  Through  lack  of  such 
laws  and  through  the  ignorance  and  viciousness 
of  men  much  social  misery  and  marital  unhappi- 
ness  is  caused,  j  In  his  book,  "Venereal  Diseases 
and  Marriage,"  Dr.  Prince  A.  Morrow  says :  "It 
is  claimed  that  syphilis  is  responsible  for  42  per 
cent  of  all  abortions  and  miscarriages."  "As 
regards  the  extent  to  which  syphilis  prevails  in 
married  life,  Fournier's  statistics,  embracing  only 
those  cases  in  which  the  origin  of  the  infection 
could  be  definitely  traced,  show  that  20  per  cent 
of  all  women  suffering  from  syphilis  have  been 
conjugally  contaminated."  This  gives  a  hint  of 
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some  of  the  dangers  unrealized  by  male  society 
for  which  the  innocent  have  to  suffer. 

6.     Commitment  of  Girls  to  Institutions  ' 

This  matter  is  attracting  the  attention  of  sociol- 
ogists in  many  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
now  recognized  that  it  is  necessary  to  send  girls 
to  those  institutions  and  homes  where  they  will 
be  studied  sympathetically  and  scientifically  and 
helped  permanently.  >  (Too  many  institutions  have 
done  permanent  harm  by  unscientific  care,  by 
mingling  various  groups  together  indiscrimi- 
nately, by  causing  a  hatred  of  society  and  by 
launching  girls  on  society  quite  unprepared  for 
an  independent  and  a  moral  life.  Remarkable 
among  the  better  type  of  institutions  are  "The 
New  York  State  Training  School  for  Girls"  at 
Hudson  and  the  "Reformatory  for  Girls"  at  Bed- 
ford, New  York.  (See  The  Survey,  March, 
1912.)  It  would  be  well  if  the  number  of  such 
carefully  directed  homes  in  different  states  could 
be  increased.  The  Chicago  Commission  recom- 
mended that  a  second  school  for  wayward  girls 
be  built  and  that  it  be  in  a  different  part  of  the 
state  from  the  present  home. 

Miss  Allen  of  the  New  York  State  Training 
School  for  Girls,  at  Hudson,  says,  "The  training 
schools  have  observed  and  thought,  studied  and 
devised  until  they  do  know  what  can  be  done  to 
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turn  a  girl  away  from  habits  and  interests  which 
have  led  her,  or  will  presently  lead  her,  into 
sexual  irregularity.  Training  schools  have 
actually  learned  to  cure  the  fault  and  establish  the 
habits.  They  begin  by  seeking  to  know  the  real 
causes  of  her  mistakes,  to  learn  the  nature  of  her 
psychological  and  physical  life  and  to  judge  from 
this  knowledge  how  to  turn  her  attention  toward 
wholesome  interests  and  enlist  her  loyalty  for 
them. 

"The  fact  is  that  fully  nine  tenths  of  the  girls 
committed  to  the  New  York  Training  School  and 
similar  schools  are  without  any  mental  bias  in 
favor  of  a  crooked  life.  They  are  untouched 
emotionally  and  mentally;  physically  they  can 
usually  be  made  healthy.  They  merely  need  to 
forget,  to  gain  new  interests,  ambitions  and 
enthusiasms,  and  to  learn  how  to  live  well.  They 
have  been  neglected  and  left  unprotected;  they 
are  very  ignorant.  What  seems  to  the  judges 
brazen  indifference  toward  the  enormity  of  their 
conduct  is  often  the  utter  ignorance  of  the  child. 

"So  the  girls  in  a  good  training  school  forget  and 
rebuild  themselves.  Gradually,  the  'brazen  indif- 
ference/ which  was  ignorance,  and  the  'boldness,' 
which  was  stupidity,  disappear.  A  new  sensitive- 
ness develops;  shame  and  modesty  spring  up;; 
vulgarity  and  profanity  hurt  them  and  they  hate 
to  be  asked  to  speak  of  their  former  lives."' 
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7.     Hospital  Space  for  the  Diseased 

VLarger  hospital  space  is  needed  for  men  and 
women  with  venereal  diseases.  The  public  is 
ignorant  of  the  far-reaching  character  of  these 
diseases.  They  know  little  of  the  sources  and 
extent  of  these  diseases  among  ignorant  women 
and  children.  ,[bne  infected  prostitute  is  the 
source  of  the  infection  of  literally  scores  of  men 
and  through  them  of  innocent  wives.  It  is  highly 
necessary  that  cities  provide  more  room  for  the 
treatment  and  cure  of  both  men  and  women  with 
syphilis  or  gonorrhea.  The  Chicago  Vice  Com- 
mission is  to  be  commended  in  its  recommenda- 
tion that  the  space  in  the  city  hospitals,  receiving 
city  funds  in  part  or  whole,  should  be  obliged  to 
treat  cases  of  venereal  disease.  With  this  con- 
ception of  the  dangers,  they  are  quite  right  in 
regarding  houses  of  prostitution  as  decided 
sources  of  infection  and  open  to  attack  because  of 
this. 

An  appropriation  was  made  (February,  1912) 
in  connection  with  one  of  the  city  hospitals  in 
New  York  for  a  pavilion  of  eighty  beds  for 
venereal  diseases. 

The  figures  of  the  Research  Bureau  of  the 
Kansas  City  Board  of  Public  Welfare,  1911, 
which  investigated  the  147  houses  of  ill  fame  on 
the  police  fine  list  are  significant.  Table  14  gives 
the  average  number  of  visitors  per  day.  "From 
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this  table  of  254  girls,  the  deduction  follows  that 
the  average  number  of  visitors  entertained  per 
day  by  each  inmate  is  four  and  seven  tenths. 
This  figure  is  less  than  that  found  by  researches 
in  certain  other  cities.  In  Chicago,  the  records 
of  a  typical  house  showed  that  a  fair  average 
might  be  fifteen  per  day.  It  is  a  fair  inference 
to  judge  that  a  large  number  of  these  inmates 
were  suffering  from  venereal  diseases."  An 
explanation  is  then  easily  had  of  the  source  of 
the  large  percentage  of  diseases  among  men.  Dr. 
Prince  A.  Morrow  states,  in  his  book,  "Venereal 
Diseases  and  Marriage,"  "We  know  that  gonor- 
rhea is  the  most  widespread  and  universal  of  all 
diseases  in  the  adult  male  population,  embracing 
75  per  cent  of  men..  The  presence  of  syphilis, 
though  not  so  nearly  universal,  is  variously  esti- 
mated at  from  5  to  18  per  cent.  No  disease  has 
such  a  murderous  influence  upon  the  offspring 
as  syphilis ;  no  disease  has  such  a  destructive 
influence  upon  the  health  and  procreative  func- 
tion of  women  as  gonorrhea." 

Since  these  diseases  are  so  widespread  and  so 
harmful  both  to  innocent  women  and  children, 
and  since,  under  proper  care  and  taken  in  time, 
they  are  curable,  it  would  seem  necessary  for  all 
the  large  cities  of  the  country  to  have  an  ade- 
quate number  of  beds  in  wards  devoted  to  the 
treatment  and  cure  of  both  men  and  women. 
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8.  Medical    Examination    and    Certificate    of 

Cleanliness  before  Marriage 
Without  doubt,  much  greater  care  would  be 
exercised  before  marriage,  and  unhappiness,  sick- 
ness, infelicity  and  divorce  would  be  avoided,  if 
such  a  law  were  general  and  were  enforced.  It 
is  recognized  now  that  venereal  diseases  can  be 
cured  in  many  cases.  It  is  needless,  therefore,  for 
diseases  to  be  passed  on  to  innocent  persons.  Such 
a  law  also  would  increase  the  desire  of  young  men 
to  observe  the  same  standard  of  morality  that  they 
expect  of  the  girls  they  will  marry.  This  law  is 
in  existence  in  Indiana  and  has  been  discussed 
seriously  in  several  other  states. 

9.  The  Police 

Since  the  police  can  and  do  demand  large  sums 
of  money  from  the  keepers  of  houses  of  prosti- 
tution and  since  this  is  linked  up  closely  with 
ward  politics,  it  is  very  necessary  to  place  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law  in  the  hands  of  a  special 
corps  of  police  and  to  see  that  the  ordinary  police- 
man is  changed  often  in  those  sections  of  the  city 
where  vice  is  found.  Chicago  is  considering  a 
strict  surveillance  of  the  police,  the  frequent  ro- 
tation of  policemen  and  the  investigation  of  com- 
plaints within  twenty-four  hours  by  picked  men 
taken  from  other  districts.  (Chicago  Vice  Com- 
mission; also  "The  House  of  Bondage.") 


Police  Commissioner  O'Meara  of  Boston 
speaks  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  evidence 
which  will  stand  in  law  against  houses  of  pros- 
titution. Judge  Crane  of  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  in  1909  protested  against  compelling  police- 
men to  enter  such  houses  to  obtain  evidence 
which  would  stand  the  test.  Frederick  H.  Whitin 
also  states  the  extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining 
evidence  in  New  York.  With  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence so  strict,  with  the  knowledge  that  many 
cases  will  be  thrown  out  in  court,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  money  is  offered  by  solicitors  on  the 
street,  by  mesdames  of  houses  of  ill  repute  to 
protect  themselves  against  complaints  of  citizens, 
raiding,  etc.,  and  by  persons  who  traffic  in  girls, 
it  is  easily  seen  that  the  work  of  the  police  is  diffi- 
cult and  unsatisfactory  at  the  best.) 

10.     Houses  of  Assignation 

It  is  well  within  the  power  of  city  authorities 
to  make  it  impossible  for  men  and  women  to  meet 
for  immoral  purposes  in  so-called  restaurants, 
hotels  or  amusement  resorts.  New  York  has 
suffered  terribly  during  the  existence  of  the 
Raines  Law  hotel,  where  a  restaurant  and  a 
drinking  place  on  the  first  floor  were  accom- 
panied by  rooms  for  rental  on  upper  floors. 
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11.  Those  Profiting  Commercially 

'fhis  includes  procurers,  cadets,  panders, 
pimps,  mesdames  and  those  forcibly  detaining, 
or  conducting  a  traffic  in  girls.  For  some  reason, 
unexplainable  from  the  standpoint  of  religion, 
morality  or  respect  for  the  character  of  the  indi- 
vidual, lawmakers  have  treated  offences  by  this 
group  as  comparatively  of  light  moment.  They 
have  also  hedged  crimes  by  these  people  about 
with  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
evidence  which  will  convict.  Fines  should  be  the 
exception  and  prison  sentences  the  rule.  Instead 
of  lagging  behind  the  sentiment  of  refined  society, 
the  law  should  help  to  lead  in  this  regard.  It 
means  the  preservation  of  the  family,  which  is 
the  unit  of  the  state.  (McClure's,  July,  1910.) 

12.  Defects  of  the  Law 

The  time  has  come  when  religious  people  who 
are  strong  in  morality  must  carry  on  a  sane, 
courageous  campaign  without  equivocation  for 
the  remedy  of  defects  in  laws  and  the  rules  of 
evidence  which  were  drawn  by  men  for  the  pro- 
tection of  men,  with  little  consideration  for  the 
woman.  A  careful  study  of  the  law  in  your  state 
might  be  made  by  a  group  of  Christian  lawyers. 
Good  citizens  should  be  as  familiar  with  state 
laws  and  city  ordinances  as  are  those  who  violate 
them. 
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13.     Further  Suggestions 

Stop  the  circulation  among  school  boys  of 
books,  cards,  etc.,  describing  venereal  diseases 
and  their  cure. 

Increase  carefully  directed  probation  agencies 
including  a  staff  of  skilled  workers,  homes  of 
detention  and  volunteer  assistance.  Establish 
a  farm  colony  to  which  the  habitual  prostitute 
shall  be  sent  for  medical  treatment,  pure  food, 
hard  work  and  skilled  oversight  for  an  indeter- 
minate sentence.  (Report  Probation  Association, 
38  West  Tenth  Street,  New  York  City.)'' 

The  work  of  Miss  Maud  Miner  of  the  New 
York  Probation  Association  is  to  be  commended. 
This  Association  stands  as  a  bureau  of  rehabilita- 
tion, a  bureau  of  investigation  and  a  bureau  of 
prevention.  The  girls  referred  to  the  Association 
in  1909  numbered  387.  Each  presented  an  indi- 
vidual problem.  Some  were  kept  in  Waverly 
House  for  weeks  and  were  under  the  wisest  in- 
struction and  supervision  during  that  period. 
Positions  were  secured  for  180  girls. 

During  1911,  Miss  Miner  has  found  it  most 
valuable  to  extend  her  work  beyond  the  reforma- 
tive stage  to  that  of  protection  of  weak,  tempted 
and  sinning  girls  who  have  not  yet  become  pros- 
titutes. This  work  is  most  hopeful.  In  1911, 181 
girls  were  assisted  in  finding  work,  being  sent  out 
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of  the  city.  New  home  relationships  were  estab- 
lished in  many  cases.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
corps  of  workers  was  six  and  the  city  was  divided 
into  districts.;  This  work  could  be  duplicated  with 
modifications  in  other  large  and  small  cities. 

DISCUSSION 

1.  What  is  the  policy  in  your  community  of 

treating  women  convicted  of  prostitution  ? 
Why  should  they  be  sent  to  the  right  kind  of 
a  home? 

2.  What  is  your  opinion  of  a  medical  certificate 

of  cleanness  for  all  men  before  marriage  ? 
Do  men  owe  it  to  society  and  their  future 
wives  ? 

3.  Ask  the  director  of  police  to  talk  plainly  to 

the  men  about  the  policy  of  your  com- 
munity in  attacking  vice. 

4.  What  legal  punishments  should  be  inflicted 

upon  those  who  betray  innocence  for  gain, 
or  upon  those  who  traffic  in  women  ? 
Is  your  state  law  strong  enough? 

5.  Do  you  think  the  law  and  public  sentiment 

favor  the  men  or  the  women  ? 
Are  the  former  or  the  latter  the  guiltier  ? 

6.  Can  prostitution  be  safely  left  to  the  care  of 

the  law  or  must  there  be  intelligent,  godly 
action  by  individuals  and  groups  of  men  ? 
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VI 

PREVENTIVE  MEASURES  EFFECTED  BY 
THE  LAW 

1.     The  City's  Duty 

Among  helpful  steps  that  may  be  taken  imme- 
diately, should  be  included  the  establishment  of 
sane  amusements  and  recreation  under  skilled 
and  sympathetic  management  in  parks,  schools, 
philanthropic  institutions  and  the  streets,  where 
different  groups,  including  small  children,  grow- 
ing boys  and  girls,  night  school  students,  factory, 
shop  and  store  workers,  servant  girls,  etc.,  may 
have  wholesome  enjoyment  with  games,  pictures, 
dancing,  discussions,  athletics,  dramatics  and 
outdoor  exercises.  Most  of  this  can  be  accom- 
plished by  empowering  some  city  department  or 
commission  not  only  with  the  right  to  suggest  a 
constructive  program,  but  with  a  definite  appro- 
priation for  it.  (New  York  City  Recreation 
Commission,  1911-12;  also  Chicago  Commission.) 

Six  gymnasiums  were  opened  in  January,  1912, 
in  New  York,  under  city  and  neighborhood  super- 
vision, for  the  use  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  con- 
gested districts.  Several  classes  in  dancing  for 
girls  have  been  conducted  since  1909  in  the  New 
York  public  schools  and  successful  experiments 
have  been  made  of  supervised  dancing  classes  for 
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boys  and  girls  together.  In  the  summer  of  1911 
in  Winnipeg,  Canada,  motion  pictures  were  exhi- 
bited under  city  management  for  two  weeks  each 
in  thirteen  playgrounds.  The  Board  of  Public 
Welfare  of  Kansas  City  in  1911  supervised  all 
public  dances  in  that  city.  Licenses  were  secured 
and  an  inspector  was  present  at  the  dances  to  see 
that  rules  were  complied  with.  During  the  first 
year  more  than  300  young  girls  were  sent  from 
the  dance  halls  and  their  parents  notified.  Chi- 
cago has  made  a  study  of  its  306  licensed  and  100 
unlicensed  dance  halls  during  1911.  They  have 
suggested  a  city  ordinance  which  will  restrict  the 
sale  of  liquor,  careless  and  immoral  dancing,  un- 
satisfactory lighting  of  halls  and  the  attendance 
of  disreputable  men  and  women.  Chicago  has 
also  conducted  a  series  of  commendable  afternoon 
and  evening  recreation  centers  in  the  city  parks. 

Since  public-minded  citizens  are  ignorant  of 
conditions  affecting  childhood,  there  are  few 
better  ways  of  acquiring  knowledge  which  stimu- 
lates to  constructive  action  than  child  welfare 
exhibits  revealing  the  civic  forces  for  help  or 
harm  which  surround  children.  These  have  been 
conducted  with  marked  success  in  New  York, 
Chicago,  Philadelphia,  St.  Louis  and  elsewhere. 

2.     The  Minimum  Wage 

The  moral  effect  of  low  wages  paid  to  young 
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girls  is  now  being  investigated  in  a  number  of 
industries  and  in  various  cities.  Since  the  wages 
paid  to  unskilled  persons  is  so  largely  a  matter  of 
personal  contract,  some  impartial  students  as  well 
as  fair-minded  employers  believe  that  much  could 
be  accomplished  by  the  establishment  by  the  state 
of  the  minimum  living  wage.  There  would  be 
less  temptation  for  girls  to  earn,  in  immoral  ways, 
sufficient  for  clothes,  food  and  pleasure.  There 
are  others  among  religious  and  social  workers, 
employees  and  the  legal  profession  who  question 
the  wisdom,  the  constitutionality  and  the  results 
of  state  action.  (McClure's  Magazine,  1911.) 
The  articles  of  Miss  Addams,  Mr.  Roe  and  Mr. 
Kauffman  bring  out  clearly  the  fact  that  /the 
temptation  to  immorality  surrounds  the  doors  of 
factories,  shops  and  stores  where  girls  are  em- 
ployed for  long  hours  at  exhausting  toil  for  from 
$3.50  to  $6.00  per  week.  The  power  rests  in  the 
legislative  bodies  of  every  state  to  compel  better 
working  conditions,  shorter  hours  and  possibly 
a  minimum  wage  for  girls."  They  can  also  adopt 
and  influence  child  labor  laws  which  will  prohibit 
undeveloped  adolescent  girls  from  entering  upon 
the  physical  and  moral  strain  incident  to  regular 
indoor  work.  This  subject  has  moral  bearings 
which  should  command  the  thoughtful  attention 
and  decided  action  of  the  church  men. 
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I.     Moral  Instruction 

A  growing  number  of  principals  and  teachers 
in  the  public  schools  throughout  the  United  States 
are  not  only  recognizing  the  necessity  for  biologi- 
cal instruction  in  reproductive  processes,  but  they 
have  also  worked  out  sane  talks  which  present 
the  importance  of  sex  functions,  the  holiness  or 
unholiness  of  sex  relationships  together  with 
scientific  knowledge  of  reproductive  parts.  The 
home  is  undoubtedly  the  best  place  for  such  in- 
struction. It  can  be  given  most  wisely  to  children 
as  they  grow  in  knowledge  and  curiosity,  but  the 
instruction  of  parents  in  sex  education  is  a  very 
slow  process  and  probably  the  work  must  be  taken 
up  for  the  next  generation  in  public  schools.  It 
cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  the  moral 
as  well  as  the  scientific  element  of  the  matter 
should  be  brought  out.  Knowledge  without  the 
moral  and  spiritual  element  is  unholy  and  danger- 
ous. Discussion:  "Social  Diseases"  (Vol.  II,  No. 
4,  American  Society  for  Moral  and  Sanitary  Pro- 
phylaxis, New  York)  ;  "Developing  into  Man- 
hood," W.  S.  Hall,  M.  D.,  Association  Press, 
New  York,  1911. 

Sentiment  is  being  developed  in  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Washington, 
California  and  other  states  which  must  inevitably 
result  in  methods  and  courses  for  moral  as  well  as 
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biological  instruction  in  sex  in  the  public  schools. 
This  matter  will  wisely  be  left  to  educators. 

4.  Abnormality  and  Subnormality 

In  educational  institutions  and  colleges  for 
teachers,  emphasis  is  being  placed  now  upon  the 
large  per  cent  of  children  who  are  physically, 
intellectually  or  morally  above  or  below  the  stan- 
dard. It  is  gratifying  also  to  find  that  public 
institutions  for  children  in  several  states  have 
begun  scientific  studies  of  inherited  traits,  mental 
diseases,  physical  weaknesses,  etc.  A  study  in 
February,  1912,  in  New  York  City  revealed  fully 
10,000  abnormal  children  in  the  schools.  This 
number  does  not  include  backward  children  in 
special  classes.  As  the  facts  gathered  in  such 
institutions  are  substantiated  and  popularized 
undoubtedly  one  source  of  supply  to  this  degen- 
erate group  will  be  cut  off.  Discussion:  Social 
Diseases  (Vol.  Ill,  No.  1,  American  Society  for 
Sanitary  and  Moral  Prophylaxis,  1912). 

5.  Homes  for  the  Abnormal 

It  is  very  important  that  the  different  states 
should  have  a  larger  number  of  institutions  like 
Letchworth  Village  at  Thiells,  the  Craig  Colony 
for  Epileptics  at  Sonyea,  New  York,  the  State 
Village  for  Epileptics  in  New  Jersey  and  the 
Training  School  for  Feeble-minded  Children  at 
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Vineland,  N.  J.  Through  these  institutions,  in- 
vestigations are  being  made  of  several  generations 
of  abnormal  families  with  a  startling  per  cent  of 
weakness,  degeneracy,  etc.,  appearing  in  the 
descendants  of  the  original  diseased  person. 
Some  of  these  rival  the  famous  Jukes  family. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Goddard,  psychologist  of  the  Vine- 
land  Institution  for  Feeble-minded  Children,  who 
has  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  children  and 
families,  says  that,  after  a  careful  study  of 
seventy-five  families,  he  has  reached  these  con- 
clusions: (1)  That  it  would  appear  that  feeble- 
mindedness or  a  condition  that  results  in  feeble- 
mindedness is  truly  hereditary.  (2)  That  such 
families  are  prolific,  increasing  at  double  the  rate 
of  the  general  population.  (3)  That  mental 
defect  in  a  mild  degree  is  much  more  prevalent 
than  is  generally  recognized.  In  Vol.  Ill,  No.  1, 
"Social  Diseases"  (American  Society  for  Sani- 
tary and  Moral  Prophylaxis),  the  same  authority 
cites  the  following  case:  "The  ancestry  of  one 
girl  was  traced  back  for  six  generations  and  it 
was  found  that  her  ancestor  was  the  illegitimate 
son  of  a  feeble-minded  girl  and  a  young  man  of 
good  blood.  The  young  man  afterwards 
straightened  up  and  married  a  respectable 
Quakeress  of  his  neighborhood  and  they  became 
the  progenitors  of  about  400  descendants.  At  the 
present  time,  there  are  480  descendants  from  the 
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illegitimate  child  of  the  other  mating.  (Note :  the 
one  child  was  the  only  result  of  that  mating, 
whereas  from  the  legitimate  union  there  were 
eight  children.)  Starting  with  eight  in  the  good 
line  and  one  in  the  bad,  we  find  that  the  bad 
family  today  numbers  more  than  the  good.  This 
is  one  item.  Here  are  a  few  statistics  from  the 
same  family.  There  have  been  41  matings  among 
the  relatives  of  that  family  where  both  parents 
were  feeble-minded,  they  have  had  122  feeble- 
minded children,  possibly  two  normal.  There  is 
an  average  of  four  and  six  tenths  to  the  mating 
which  is  more  than  double  what  is  recognized  as 
the  average  number  of  children  today.  Follow- 
ing the  two  lines  of  descent,  we  can  make  this 
comparison:  on  the  good  side,  496  normal  de- 
scendants; on  the  bad  side,  46.  Good  side,  no 
feeble-minded;  bad  side,  43.  Good  side,  1  sex- 
ually immoral;  bad  side,  33.  We  have  over  300 
cases,  65  per  cent  of  whom  show  the  hereditary 
taint."  He  also  gives  a  record  of  the  examination 
of  100  cases  from  the  Juvenile  Court  of  one  of 
the  cities  in  New  Jersey.  "The  ninety-seventh 
child  was  a  normal  child  and  the  only  one  in  the 
100.  Sixty-seven  were  distinctly  feeble-minded. 
These  are  the  people  who  make  our  criminals." 

6.     Vasectomy 

Some  interesting  experiments  have  been  con- 
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ducted  in  Indiana  and  New  Jersey  with  the  feeble 
minded,  the  criminal  and  the  epileptic  in  vasec- 
tomy  or  a  scientific  method  of  sterilizing  men  and 
women.  These  experiments  have  not  proceeded 
far  enough  to  justify  us  in  urging  their  adoption 
but  they  deserve  the  careful  study  of  persons  who 
aim  to  check  the  number  of  weak-willed,  feeble- 
minded physically  abnormal  girls  who  are  drawn 
into  vice  and  who,  under  no  standard  of  judg- 
ment, can  be  held  entirely  responsible  for  their 
error.  ("Social  Diseases,"  described  page  48.) 

Dr.  John  M.  Hurty  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
City  Health  Commissioner,  has  taken  an  ad- 
vanced position  on  the  sterilization  of  the  feeble- 
minded. In  1905,  a  law  was  passed  in  Indiana 
making  sterilization  legal  under  certain  circum- 
stances, despite  the  criminals'  opposition.  Infor- 
mation can  be  obtained  from  this  source  as  to  the 
law  and  the  success  of  its  operation. 

7.     Proper  Housing  Conditions 

The  Tenement  House  Law  in  New  York  City 
forbids  leasing  apartments  to  prostitutes ;  makes 
the  general  reputation  of  the  premises  in  the 
neighborhood  with  corroborative  evidence  suffi- 
cient; and  holds  prostitutes  in  tenements  to  be 
vagrants.  The  law  is  not  rigidly  enforced  nor 
is  the  enforcement  uniform  in  different  parts  of 
the  city.  The  invasion  of  any  neighborhood  is 
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to  be  deplored.  Citizens  can  limit  this  pha;e  of 
the  social  evil  if  they  wish  under  the  law.  In 
February,  1912,  it  was  proposed  that  a  law  be 
passed  enjoining  all  property  owners  to  place 
their  names  and  addresses  on  all  houses.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  law  be  examined  and  pro- 
ceedings be  instituted  against  occupants  or 
..owners  of  houses  used  for  prostitution. 

8.     The  Sale  of  Liquor 

The  use  of  drugs  and  liquor  among  prostitutes 
is  so  common  that  Miss  Addams  says  (McClure's 
Magazine,  March,  1912),  "A  careful  scientist  has 
called  alcohol  the  indispensable  vehicle  of  the  busi- 
-^ness  transacted  by  the  white  slavers  and  has 
asserted  that  without  its  use  this  trade  could  not 
long  continue."  "May  we  not  conclude  that  both 
chastity  and  self-restraint  are  more  firmly  estab- 
lished in  the  modern  city  than  we  realize,  when 
the  white  slave  traders  find  it  necessary  both 
forcibly  to  detain  their  victims  and  to  ply  young 
men  with  alcohol  that  they  may  profit  thereby?" 
It  would  be  well  if  other  cities  honestly  tried  as 
did  Chicago  in  1911  to  divorce  the  sale  of  liquor 
from  prostitution  by  ruling  that  no  liquor  should 
be  sold  in  any  disreputable  house. 

The  saloon  with  restaurant  attached  and  rooms 
for  rental  above  or  near  by,  under  the  same  or 
sympathetic  management,  is  dangerous  for  young 
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girls  seeking  pleasure  and  for  young  men  with 
more  money  than  self-restraint.  Drink  weakens 
the  moral  fibre  and  opens  the  way  to  sins  which 
rapidly  change  from  the  occasional  to  the  regular. 
In  many  cities  the  enforcement  of  laws  already 
on  the  statutes  would  limit  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
disreputable  houses,  saloons  and  places  fre- 
quented by  the  morally  weak. 

DISCUSSION 

1.  Why  is  prevention  of  sin  far  preferable  to 

cure? 

Should  churches  like  yours  adopt  plans  to 
keep  young  girls  and  boys  wholesomely 
amused  after  working  hours? 

2.  Study  the  wages  of  girls  in  a  few  selected 

stores  and  shops  and  ascertain  also  the  cost 
of  living.    Bring  the  facts  for  discussion. 

3.  What    instruction    is    being    given    on    sex 

matters  to  carefully  graded  boys  and  girls 
in  your  church  ? 

Do  you  know  where  the  children  are  learning 
of  the  sexual  facts  of  life  ? 

4.  What  is  being  done  to  keep  girls  with  weak 

bodies  and  minds  under  careful  control  in 
your  town  and  state? 

5.  Discuss  the  growing  belief  that  scientifically 

selected  abnormal  and  criminal  groups,  in 
every  state,  should  be  made  sterile. 
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VII 

PERSONAL  AND  SOCIAL  METHODS  OF 
TREATMENT 

Recent  articles  by  Miss  Jane  Addams,  Clifford 
G.  Roe,  Reginald  Kauffman  and  others  have 
brought  before  the  public  many  of  the  causes  of 
a  partial  or  complete  lapse  from  chastity  and 
virtue.  Some  of  these  are  personal  and  some  are 
social.  \The  wise  method  of  treatment  for  lessen- 
ing prostitution  or  for  its  elimination  is  to  do 
away  with  the  causes.  It  was  estimated  that  there 
were,  in  1911,  554  inmates  in  houses  of  ill-fame 
recorded  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  Kansas  City. 
These  554  girls  or  women  in  Kansas  City,  the 
12,000  more  in  New  York  and  those  scattered  in 
cities  and  towns  throughout  the  country  have  all 
been  involved  in  this  life  of  shame  because  of  a 
series  of  untoward  personal  influences,  or  because 
of  the  personal  neglect  of  those  who  might  have 
helped,  as  well  as  from  social  and  industrial 
causes.  \  It  would  be  well  if  every  one  studied 
carefully  his  own  attitude  toward  the  weak,  the 
lonely,  the  ignorant,  the  tempted  and  the  fallen 
for  he  may  have  contributed  his  share  to  wreck 
or  brutally  mar  some  human  soul.  (Jane 
Addams — McClure's  Magazine,  1911-1912; 
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"Panders  and  Their  White  Slaves"— Roe;  "The 
House  of  Bondage" — Kauffman;  "The  Social 
Evil  in  Kansas  City" — F.  R.  Johnson,  Superin- 
tendent Board  of  Public  Welfare.) 

1.     Religious  and  Scientific  Aspects 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  every  per- 
son approach  this  study  from  the  religious  as 
well  as  the  scientific  point  of  view.  Unless  we 
see  the  importance  of  a  single  life  somewhat  as 
God  sees  it  and  adopt  toward  the  individual 
something  of  His  abiding  sympathy  and  forgive- 
ness in  spite  of  fullest  knowledge,  we  shall  fail  in 
whole  or  in  part.  Probably  the  most  important 
single  positive  influence  is  that  of  careful  and 
sustained  instruction  in  religious  and  ethical 
ideals.  This  appears  so  obvious  that  it  is  often 
neglected.  Minds  filled  with  love  for  goodness 
and  devotion  to  God  are  furnished  with  the 
highest  known  force  of  moral  resistance. 

There  is  much  misunderstanding  on  the  part 
of  men  regarding  the  question  of  sex  desire. 
They  constantly  judge  womankind  from  the  atti- 
tude of  man,  which  is  entirely  false.  Edward 
Carpenter  says,  "The  whole  evil  of  commercial- 
ized prostitution  arises  out  of  the  domination  of 
man  in  matters  of  sex.  Here  in  sex,  the  women's 
instincts  are  as  a  rule  so  clean,  so  direct,  so  well 
rooted  in  the  needs  of  the  race  that,  except  for 
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man's  domination,  they  would  scarcely  have  suf- 
fered this  perversion."  Miss  Allen,  of  the  New 
York  State  Training  School  for  Girls  at  Hudson, 
says,  "Unlike  a  boy,  a  girl  has  no  insistent  physi- 
cal impulse  which  urges  to  sexuality.  The  normal 
physical  condition  of  a  young  girl  is  quiescent." 
Most  young  girls  have  only  their  instincts  to 
guide  them.  In  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
cases,  these  instincts  make  sexual  acts  repellent. 
When  instinct  grows  to  character,  the  danger 
period  is  passed.  Man  has  the  compelling  desire. 
Through  flattery,  simulation  of  love,  persistence, 
attractive  allurements,  men  overcome  such  de- 
fensive instincts.  The  problem,  therefore,  be- 
comes overwhelmingly  a  masculine  one. 

2.     Holiness  of  Life. 

Life  is  holy.  From  the  period  of  conception 
through  the  development  to  conscious  life, 
through  birth  and  growth  and  decay,  we  are  made 
in  the  image  of  God.  It  is  well,  therefore,  to 
emphasize  the  essential  holiness  of  the  process  by 
which  life  is  made  possible.  Every  good  man 
realizes  that  the  woman  is  essentially  more  sacred 
than  the  man,  because,  although  the  weaker,  she 
gives  in  sacrifice  and  love  far  more  than  the  man 
can  ever  give.  Every  young  man  needs  to  have 
this  truth  burned  into  his  very  soul  until  he 
respects  woman  because  she  is  woman.  There 
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is  something  holy  also  about  motherhood.  We 
understand  something  of  divinity  when  we  under- 
stand the  gifts  and  sacrifices  of  the  mother. 
Wrapped  up  in  every  girl  as  part  and  parcel  of 
her  nature  is  possible  motherhood.  None  who 
sees  in  every  girl  these  possibilities  can  help  to 
bruise  or  mar  or  ruin  her  life.  ("Genesis" — 
B.  S.  Talmey,  M.  D.  The  Practitioner's  Publish- 
ing Co.,  New  York  City.) 

Divorce  is  both  a  cause  and  an  effect  of  immor- 
ality. A  cause  because  it  is  bound  to  lower  the 
morals  in  society,  and  an  effect  because  the  pros- 
titute group  affords  court  material.  Individuals 
and  groups  of  religious  people  can  work  to  free 
society  of  this  curse. 

3.     The  Place  of  the  Burden 

Too  long  has  society  placed  the  burden  of  the 
blame  for  lapses  from  chastity  upon  the  narrow 
shoulders  of  the  woman  who  bears  in  her  body 
the  marks  of  the  sin.  Society  has  been  built  up 
on  the  conception  that  the  man  was  weak  and  the 
girl  bad.  Excuses  have  been  multiplied  for  the 
man  but  the  girl  is  "ruined,"  "beyond  the  pale," 
"fallen."  The  time  has  come  to  recognize  that 
man  is  the  aggressor,  that  behind  every  girl  who 
has  gone  wrong  is  a  man  with  low  ideals,  per- 
suasive flattery,  lying  tongue  or  unrestrained 
desire  who  has  put  her  there.  Shift  the  burden 
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from  the  woman  and  lay  it  heavily  upon  the  man 
who  persists  and  insists  until  the  ignorant  or 
weak-willed  girl  consents. 

4.  The  Single  Standard 

This  means  that  every  man  should  be  as  clean 
in  his  sex  life  as  he  expects  his  sister,  his  fiancee 
or  his  wife  to  be.  Scientists  have  proved  con- 
clusively that  continence  and  restraint  are  as  pos- 
sible and  as  helpful  to  men  as  to  women.  It 
would  be  well  if  more  sermons  were  preached  on 
this  subject  and  more  time  given  for  its  discus- 
sion. 

5.  False  Modesty  in  Discussing  Venereal  Dis- 

eases 

Much  harm  has  been  done  by  the  false  modesty 
which  has  interfered  with  a  scientific  instruction 
of  growing  boys  and  girls,  of  young  men  and 
young  women  before  marriage,  as  to  venereal 
diseases.  Many  a  young  man  would  refrain 
from  seeking  out  houses  of  ill-fame  or  prostitutes 
did  he  know  of  the  dangers  of  infection  by  these 
terrible  social  diseases.  Many  a  young  man 
would  refrain  from  an  immoral  way  of  living 
did  he  know  that  the  young  woman  whom  he 
desired  to  make  his  wife  was  aware  of  the  nature 
of  such  diseases  or  that  she,  not  knowing,  might 
be  permanently  injured.  ("Social  Diseases  and 
Marriage"— P.  A.  Morrow,  M.  D.) 
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6.     Amusement  and  Recreation 

It  rests  largely  upon  the  shoulders  of  sane  and 
wholesome  church  people  to  furnish  for  small  or 
large  groups  such  amusements  and  recreation  as 
shall  keep  girls  off  the  street  and  permit  them  in 
a  natural  way,  under  supervision,  to  meet  boys 
and  young  men.  It  does  little  good  to  remove 
evils  if  we  do  not  put  in  their  place  attractions 
which  appeal  not  so  much  to  mature  men  as  to 
growing  boys  and  girls.  Give  the  boys  and  girls 
what  they  want,  not  what  you  older  people  want 
for  them. 

The  leaders  among  the  institutional  churches 
and  settlements  in  the  cities,  the  social  and  recrea- 
tional organizations,  the  probation  associations 
and  rescue  homes — all  are  a  unit  in  believing  that 
it  is  essential  for  the  churches  to  offer  normal 
amusements  as  a  prevention  against  waywardness 
and  prostitution. 

Ministers  and  laymen  in  the  more  active 
churches  in  the  large  cities  also  recognize  this  and 
have  developed  in  church  and  parish  houses, 
under  voluntary  leadership,  in  the  afternoons  and 
evenings,  clubs  for  boys  and  girls  in  manual 
training,  cooking,  gymnasium  work,  outdoor  ex- 
ercise, sewing,  literature,  weaving,  chair  caning, 
etc.  The  subject  for  study  is  largely  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  man  or  woman  with  sympathy  and 
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understanding  to  impress  a  good  personality  on 
others  that  are  forming. 

The  older  boys  and  girls  present  a  more  difficult 
problem.  It  is  generally  recognized  that  the 
churches  and  Sunday-schools  lose  from  the  life 
of  the  church  a  much  larger  per  cent  of  boys  and 
girls  from  fifteen  to  twenty-two  than  is  necessary. 
This  is  common  to  practically  all  the  denomina- 
tions. In  cities  where  there  are  large  industries, 
congestion,  large  numbers  of  young  people  board- 
ing, many  day  laborers,  narrow  living  quarters  or 
many  harmful  street  attractions,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  churches  contributing  their  full  quota 
to  the  wholesome  life  of  the  city  to  offer  to  the 
young  people  of  both  sexes  amusements  like  danc- 
ing, games,  moving  pictures,  lectures,  plays, 
chorus  singing,  musical  evenings,  sleigh  rides, 
skating  parties,  etc.  These  should  be  under  whole- 
some and  sympathetic  direction.  The  craving  for 
sociability  will  surely  be  gratified.  It  is  perfectly 
normal  for  boys  and  girls  to  desire  to  be  together. 

In  sections  of  New  York  City  where  fully 
1,500,000  people  live,  the  parlors  are  almost  negli- 
gible. The  only  meeting  places  for  social  pur- 
poses other  than  the  streets,  saloons,  public  dance 
halls  and  social  clubs  are  the  churches,  settle- 
ments and  similar  institutions.  It  is  short-sighted 
as  well  as  unloving  and  unchristian  to  close  the 
places  that  make  for  character  and  the  develop- 
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ment  of  the  religious  life  against  the  throngs  of 
eager,  full-blooded,  young  men  and  girls  who 
crave  social  pleasures  and  prefer  the  wholesome 
to  the  vicious  kind. 

7.     Rooming  and  Boarding  Houses  in  Cities 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  organiza- 
tions or  philanthropic  individuals  to  offer  work- 
ing people  earning  small  wages  comfortable 
rooming  and  boarding  accommodations  on  a  large 
scale  in  the  cities.  In  almost  every  case,  these 
plans  have  become  elaborate  as  they  have  worked 
out  and  a  much  higher  economic  class  has  been 
accommodated.  Some  others  have  been  so  care- 
fully supervised  that  the  girls  have  resented  their 
lack  of  freedom.  There  has  also  been  introduced 
the  charitable  and  patronizing  element  which  is 
repugnant  to  self-respecting  working  girls. 
There  is  great  need  for  the  multiplication  of  small 
rooming  and  boarding  houses  where  girls  making 
from  $4.00  to  $7.00  per  week  can  live  in  freedom 
under  protection  with  wholesome  surroundings; 
where  there  will  be  companionship  without  lax 
morals  or  the  need  of  much  outside  amusement. 
This  is  a  problem  of  prevention  which  may  well 
command  the  thought  of  church  people. 

DISCUSSION 

1.     How  important  is  regular  religious  training 
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as  a  preventive  against  immorality  in  boys 
and  girls  ? 

2.  What  is  the  attitude  of  church  people  toward 

girls  who  are  loose,  careless,  boisterous 

and  wayward? 

How  great  is  the  responsibility  of  the  laymen 

in  the  churches  for  such  girls? 

3.  Why    should    men    realize    the    incalculable 

value  of  every  human  soul  in  the  work  of 
preventing  prostitution  ? 

4.  How  are  boys  and  young  men  to  be  led  to  see 

goodness,  purity  and  weakness  to  be  pro- 
tected in  every  girl  or  young  woman? 

5.  Discuss  divorce  as  a  cause  and  effect  of  im- 

morality. 
How  can  it  be  lessened? 

6.  Are  you  agreed  that  the  burden  for  immoral- 

ity rests  on  men  rather  than  women  ?  How 
can  men  be  made  to  feel  their  guilt? 

7.  Can  men  be  found  in  your  church  who  will 

agree  to  the  single  standard  of  morality? 
What  arguments  are  there  against  it  ? 

8.  Why   should   amusements   be   provided    for 

working  boys  and  girls  which  they  like,  by 
churches,  schools  or  individuals? 

9.  Can  anything  be  done  to  provide  cheap,  pleas- 

ant homes  for  young  girls  coming  to  your 
town  to  work?  How  much  is  your  church 
your  "brother's  keeper"? 
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8.  Sex  Instruction  for  Children 

As  a  result  of  an  awakened  public  conscious- 
ness, wisely  prepared  courses  are  appearing  with 
approved  fact,  method  and  spirit,  which  can  be 
used  with  boys  and  girls,  young  men  and  young 
women.  It  is  of  greatest  importance  that  chil- 
dren be  instructed  in  a  wholesome,  careful  and 
kindly  way,  as  to  the  facts,  before  bald  truths  and 
lies  are  given  them  by  low-minded  and  sensual 
acquaintances.  Children  undoubtedly  will  learn 
and  it  is  far  better  that  the  truth  be  given  by  those 
who  are  nearest  and  dearest.  Since  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  convert  some  parents  to  the  essential  holi- 
ness of  the  facts  and  to  instruct  others  as  to 
method,  it  would  be  well  to  introduce  such  courses 
in  schools,  Sabbath-schools,  settlements,  institu- 
tions, etc.  (See  Bibliography.) 

9.  Doctors  and  "The  Medical  Secret." 

The  doctors  of  the  country  hold  it  within  their 
power  to  decrease  materially  the  amount  of  ven- 
ereal disease  and  the  dangers  from  such  diseases 
on  the  part  of  innocent  wives  and  helpless  chil- 
dren. They  are  compelled  now,  in  many  medical 
colleges,  to  take  an  oath  to  keep  all  facts  regard- 
ing the  diseased  condition  of  the  individual — if 
the  disease  is  venereal — from  all  persons.  They 
are  also  in  part  responsible  for  the  ignorance  of 


the  public.  Such  doctors  should  be  urged  to 
change  this  attitude  and  combine  to  discover  best 
methods  of  instruction  and  of  lessening  the 
dangers.  ("Social  Diseases  and  Marriage" — 
P.  A.  Morrow,  M.  D.  See  Bibliography.) 

10.  Seasonal  Trades 

In  the  large  cities,  many  young  women  are  em- 
ployed at  work  which  pays  them  wages  for  only 
a  part  of  the  year.  If  they  are  not  able  to  find 
other  work,  the  economic  stress  presents  a  great 
temptation.  This  problem  should  be  carefully 
studied  by  church  men. 

11.  Colored  Women 

The  attitude  of  society  in  many  cities  toward 
this  group  is  distinctly  inhuman.    They  are  force( 
to  live  in  low  parts  of  town,  are  regarded  as  low 
morally  and  have  little  real  consideration  paic 
them  in  court.    It  would  be  well  if  white  men  am 
women  made  a  careful  and  sympathetic  study  o 
growing  colored  girls  in  the  cities. 

12.  A  Living  Wage 

Individuals  and  groups  of  men  in  churches  have 
influence  in  enlarging  the  group  of  employers  who 
recognize  the  social  side  of  work  and  help  in  thei 
own  way  to  solve  the  problem  of  a  living  wage 
for  girls.  Several  large  institutions  in  cities  like 
New  York  and  Chicago  have  splendid  reputation 
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because  of  their  wholesome  and  sympathetic  atti- 
tude.    (McClure's  Magazine,  1911.) 

A  study  of  profit-sharing,  as  one  of  the  solu- 
tions of  economic  troubles,  would  prove  most 
valuable.  The  use  of  social  secretaries  and  social 
nurses  also  in  large  shops,  department  stores  and 
industries  has  been  tried.  It  has  proved  success- 
ful in  protecting  girls  and  in  binding  them  to  the 
industry. 

13.  Servant  Girls 

Since  a  startling  per  cent  of  prostitutes  is 
drawn  from  the  "hired  girl"  class,  it  would  be 
worth  while  to  study  the  causes.  Miss  Addams 
says  the  reason  lies  in  the  nature  of  the  work,  lack 
of  companionship,  the  hours  of  rest  and  the  ab- 
normal and  feverish  desire  for  excitement  during 
such  periods.  With  no  attempt  to  patronize, 
much  could  be  done  by  churches,  groups  of  indi- 
viduals, and  wise  friends  of  the  servant  class  to 
discover  ways  of  giving  them  instruction,  inno- 
cent pleasures,  recreation  and  social  times.  (Jane 
Addams,  McClure's  Magazine,  1911-  1912.) 

14.  Abnormality 

It  is  recommended  that  carefully  selected 
groups  study  the  question  of  physical,  mental,  and 
moral  abnormality  in  girls  and  that  they  urge 
upon  their  friends  the  greatest  care  of  those  who 
are  unfitted  to  meet  the  temptations  of  life. 


DISCUSSION 

1.  Outline  a  method  of  teaching  boys  of  eight  to 

thirteen  the  facts  about  sex.  (This  should 
be  assigned  ahead  to  be  looked  up.) 

Why  must  they  be  taught  right  ? 

How  did  such  facts  come  to  you  ? 

2.  Give  your  reasons  for  and  against  a  carefully 

prepared  course  on  sex  education  and 
sexual  diseases  for  every  boy  from  four- 
teen to  seventeen. 

3.  What  is  "The  Medical  Secret"  ? 

Ask  a  doctor  to  come  to  the  class  and  state 
why  doctors  continue  to  protect  people 
with  venereal  diseases. 

What  effect  does  this  have  on  prostitution? 

4.  How  are  seasonal  trades  in  the  cities  respon- 

sible for  some  prostitutes? 

5.  What  do  you  think  about  the   chastity  of 

negro  girls  and  young  women  ? 
Should  they  be  protected  in  both  South  and 
North? 

6.  What  can  your  church  people  do  to  see  that 

girls  are  not  paid  wages  too  low  to  live, 
are  not  forced  to  work  too  long  hours  and 
are  not  employed  at  machines  which  crip- 
ple and  deform  ? 

7.  What  has  been  done  by  the  most  kindly  and 

thoughtful  people  you  know  to  make  the 
life  of  the  servant  girl  normal? 
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